Mr Ellis has published the result of his own experience, and also described minutely the portable case which he employed, together with the names of the plants enclosed in it. The case consists of a box three feet long by eighteen inches broad, and eight inches and a half in depth, and was accurately fitted with a glass cover, with its frame-work of brass, nineteen inches and a half in height; the whole being raised on a stand twenty-two inches in height. Two holes were left at the bottom of the box for draining off the water, and a small door in the glass frame to admit of the removal of dead leaves, &c. The whole was put together so ac-On the Composition of Milk. 241 curately as to prevent any exchange of air between the internal and external atmosphere. The The infusory vegetables in milk are not observable till long after it has undergone the acid change. It cannot, therefore, be considered as the cause of the acetous fermentation, as is remarked in vegetable infusions, which undergo the alcoholic fermentation. The infusory animalcules exist equally in the acid as in the alkaline part of the milk during these changes.
M. Donne has remarked, that there is a fixed relation between the secretion of the colostrum in the breast before delivery, and the secretion of the milk after that process; and he thinks that women may be in this respect divided into three classes. The first class includes those in whom there is scarcely any milky secretion till delivery is over. In them the colostrum consists of a viscous liquid containing a very few milky globules mixed with granular bodies. In these circumstances the milk after delivery is always poor, and in small quantity. In the second class the colostrum is more or less abundant, but is poor in milky globules* which are small and ill-formed. Besides the granular bodies, mucous globules are detected in the colostrum. After delivery, the milk is more or less abundant, but is poor and serous. In the third class, the colostrum is rich in regularly-formed milky globules, and is only mixed with the usual granular bodies. The milk which is secreted after delivery is abundant, rich, and of good quality. It is this class of women who ought always to be preferred as nurses.
MEDICAL PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS.
On the causes of sudden Death. By Alphonse Devergie.?(Annates d'Hygiene Publique, July 1838.) It is the common opinion that apoplexy is the most frequent cause of sudden death. M. A. Devergie has endeavoured to ascertain how far this opinion is founded in truth, and has found that sudden death from affection of the brain is rare. Of forty cases which he has -examined he has met with four only in which death resulted from an affection of the brain ; three in which there was No blood was lost; and the edges of the small wound were brought together by means of plaster. On the third day, when extension was about to be made, it was found that the semi-membranosus muscle would not yield. It was accordingly cut through in the same cautious manner, the incisions being repeated till resistance was no longer offered. Its section allowed the extension to be increased by an additional inch.
A modification of Amesbury's apparatus was used for procuring the extension, and the extension screw was given one turn daily. Considerable pain at the patella was complained of after a few days, but by dividing the knee-cap of the instrument into two portions, and placing one above and another below the patella, the pain and discomfort ceased, and allowed the extension to proceed. The cure went on satisfactorily from this date, and when the apparatus was removed, which was done when the extension was complete, it was found that there was scarcely any tendency to contraction, and that the muscles were capable of extending and flexing the leg at will, though at first very slowly.
Mr Phillips quotes from the Thesis of M. Duval seven successful cases of operation for contraction of the knee-joint. In the first case the contraction had resulted from phlegmonous inflammation around the knee-joint. The tendons of the biceps, the semitendinosus and semimembranosus muscles were divided, and after three weeks of extension the boy was able to walk without crutches.
In the second case, the contraction followed a blow on the knee, which produced inflammation and abscess. The same parts were cut through, and in six weeks he was able to walk pretty well.
The third patient had had an attack of meningitis, which caused paralysis of the left side of the body and contraction of the ham-string tendons. Twenty days after the operation the extension was complete, and at the end of seventy-three days he could extend it himself, but the paralysis interfered with the progression.
In the fourth case, the contraction was the consequence of suppurative inflammation around the joint, with abscesses which had been opened at various intervals during five years. Eight months were required to restore the limb to its natural direction after the performance of the operation.
In the fifth case, swelling of the knee, with the eruption of ampulla, had accompanied the contraction of the knee. Thirty-two days after the section, and the employment of the extending apparatus, the patient began to walk.
The sixth patient had paralysis of the right inferior extremity, accompanied by considerable flexion of the leg on the thigh. M. Duval thought it depended on contraction of the muscles of the calf, which are also flexors of the thigh. He cut the tendo Achillis, and in six weeks the cure was complete.
The contraction in the seventh case resulted from an injury. In twentyfive days after the operation, and the employment of extension, the limb was perfectly straight, and the patient could walk on it. On the 6th, the vomiting had abated, but the delirium, pain of abdomen, and other symptoms had rather increased. On raising the bed-clothes M. Helie was struck with the characteristic odour of parturition, and found between her thighs two children still attached to the placenta, which was also thrown off. The children appeared to have reached six and a-half or seven months of foetal existence, and to have been still-born. The uterus had contracted well; and though the pains during the expulsion of the foetuses had been severe, she had mastered them so well that several individuals who were in the room had no suspicion of the occurrence.
The state of somnolency and stupor, tossing of the limbs and moaning, continued for this and the next day. She passed urine, and the bowels were moved; the lochia also flowed. The vomiting returned on the 8th, and was attended with fever, increased delirium, convulsive movements of the limbs, and swelling of the breasts.
On the 9th and 10th, the symptoms increased in severity, the tongue became enormously swelled, and there was copious salivation. M. Helie now learned that she had taken a decoction of the leaves of rue; but he was unable to learn its strength, or how long she had continued it before these symptoms came on.
The symptoms of poisoning gradually went off, but those of typhous fever took their place, and it was a considerable time before she regained her health and strength. The deaths of young children from opium or laudanum, administered in mistake for other medicine, were 20. In 11 of these cases, the names of the medicines are given, in the place of which opiates were given by mistake.
The very great number of deaths amongst children, resulting from overdoses of opium, or its preparations, and from doses thereof given in mistake for other medicines, cannot fail to excite attention. Deaths of this kind amount nearly to a seventh of the entire number of deaths by poison. The election of the preceding presidents constituted the sectional proceedings of the second day; after which, as a kind of gala, the inauguration took place of a statuef of Galileo, lately put up in the court of the university. This ceremony consisted in a chorus, singing several songs composed for the occasion, and in the delivery of an appropriate and very eloquent oration by Signor Giovanni Rosini ;? the intervals being beguiled by two bands of music, which from time to time relieved each other. As the day was one of Italy's own, bright and smiling, and the attendance numerous, with a reasonable sprinkling of the fair sex, the whole was a very gay and interesting scene.
This summed up the doings of the second day.
On the third there was a general meeting, at which, besides the members themselves, many ladies and strangers were present, whom curiosity or love of science had brought together. At this the general president read his address; and it was not till the fourth day of the Congress that its real business, so to speak, commenced in its different sections.
The first meeting of the medical section, of whose proceedings I propose giving you a few particulars, was opened by an address from its President, Professor Tommasini, in -which, among other topics, he set forth the advantages of correct observation and strict deduction in the science of medicine, and enlarging on the benefit of such assemblies as the present among medical men,?concluded by expressing his best wishes for the progress of science, and for the future continuance and welfare of such associations.
It is unnecessary to detail the transactions of this section in chronological order from day to day, and I therefore adppt the more simple arrangement of dividing into two categories, the most important communications made at the different meetings, noticing shortly as I proceed any interesting discussion to which they gave rise. These may accordingly be divided into, 1. Those 
